
#63: A walk on the wild 
side  
 With Rosie Booth

In this episode, Dr Rosie Booth joins us to talk about her life as a wildlife 
veterinarian. She shares interesting stories of treating different animals, 
which led her into her current career, and we discuss the challenges 
and misconceptions within the field.  

If you’re wondering what it is like to be a wildlife veterinarian, then tune 
in to this episode! 



🔥3 reasons why you should listen to the 
full episode:

1. Discover what it takes to live the exciting life of a wildlife 
veterinarian. 

2. Listen and learn from the fun and heart-wrenching stories from 
Rosie. 

3. Find out how you can make a scalable impact on nature and 
wildlife as an animal lover. 

4.

📘Resources
• Subscribe to the Vet Vault Clinical Podcasts for exclusive clinical 

content. Start your two-week free trial now for an opportunity to 
keep growing in your veterinary practice! 

• Find episodes of the Vet Vault and more on our website. 

• Pursue a Master’s in Conservation Biology at Massey University, 
New Zealand. 

• Harvard Study on the Secret to Happiness. 
• Venom by Brendan James Murray. 

• More about David Fleay and his work in wildlife conservation. 

• Connect and learn more about Rosie Booth on LinkedIn. 

•

🎧Episode Highlights 

[07:06] Rosie’s Turning Point Into Wildlife
• Choosing meaning over money. 

• These days, wildlife residencies are known to be competitive. 
When Rosie started it wasn’t even a thing! 

• Using first principles where knowledge ends.  

https://vvn.supercast.com/
https://thevetvault.com/
https://www.massey.ac.nz/massey/learning/programme-course/programme.cfm?prog_id=92431&major_code=PCNBL
https://www.health.harvard.edu/blog/the-secret-to-happiness-heres-some-advice-from-the-longest-running-study-on-happiness-2017100512543
https://www.bookdepository.com/Venom-Brendan-James-Murray/9781760405694
http://www.fleayswildlife.com.au/about-david-fleay/
https://au.linkedin.com/in/rosemary-booth-a2b61263


[10:32] Why Rosie Chose Koalas
• Rosie grew up appreciating wildlife. 

• While working in a mixed practice, she had the opportunity to 
treat an injured koala. This experience rooted her interest in 
biology. 

Rosie: “I thought I was breaking new ground and working for the 
conservation of koalas, thinking ‘this is meaningful’. But now 40 years on, 
they're facing the same issues. I feel less like I've achieved something 
because you put all this energy in and the problems are even more severe 
and more urgent than they were in the 80s.” 

[16:42] Journey Into Wildlife
• Rosie became a full-time vet in Lone Pine Koala Sanctuary, where 

she assisted and cared for up to 80 koalas. 

• She got a job in a bigger sanctuary that focused on various 
endangered species and their conservation. 

• Climate change has affected some species' natural habitats, 
leading to their extinction. 

• Another effect of climate change is a shift in the breeding cycle of 
Birdwing butterflies. 

•

[19:36] Passion for Her Work
• Rosie hopes to pass on her passion for wildlife to future 

generations.  

• She wants to inspire people to see the value of nature and truly 
care for it. 

• Rosie fears the separation of human society and nature.  

Rosie: “We clearly are part of nature. Imagine if the majority of people on 
the planet cared about nature as a major thing to protect.”[20:30] The 
Impact of Humanity

• Veterinary science and many other initiatives show that many still 
care for nature and wildlife. But do the greedy outnumber those 
who care? 

• People have been caught up with the advancements of 
technology and lost touch with nature. 



• Big corporations and organisations have caused massive and 
negative impacts on the environment.   

• Even as individuals, humans can push for change on a larger 
scale. 

•

[28:49] Getting Into Wildlife Veterinary
• Exploring pathways into formal or on-the-job training for a career into 

wildlife. 

[29:59] Aiming for Consistence Of Care  
• The Department of Environment has established protocols based 

on consensus to ensure science-based decision-making. 
• Many parts of wildlife medicine are still unknown. Every day there 

are discoveries and advancements to be made in the field. 

• Wildlife practitioners are always facing the unknown. They are 
willing to improvise and adapt based on their present knowledge. 

Hubert: “I've actually found it really helpful for my smallies. Having gone 
worked at the zoo and learning that ‘sometimes you don't know.’ But you 
have knowledge. You ca improvise and figure something out.” 

[34:07] Misconceptions About A Career as a Wildlife 
Vet 

• The mortality rate of patients in wildlife is often higher than most 
realise. 60% of animals need euthanasia due to chronic injuries. 

• As a veterinarian, having to euthanize an animal you’ve cared for 
can greatly affect you.  

• However, the ability to end the suffering of animals through 
euthanasia can also be an honor.  

•

[40:19] Veterinary Stories
• The tiger who wasn’t allowed to die.  

• The platypus who swims in circles.  
• The day of the 200 lorikeets! 

•



[47:52] Rosie’s Learnings and Plans
• Rosie is now semi-retired. She hopes to spend her last years 

teaching and encouraging people to enter wildlife and re-
embrace a relationship with nature. 

• You can leave an impact and influence the following generations 
to continue working toward your aligned vision and goals. 

• After her parents’ passing, she was encouraged to pursue what 
she wanted to accomplish and reprioritise her life. 

• She used to focus mainly on her work. Now, she wants to balance 
her energy among her career, family, and what she considers 
essential. 

[55:37] Rosie’s Book Recommendation
• ‘Venom’ is a book about the true story of people risking their lives 

to create an anti-venom for a Taipan, which has an almost 100% 
fatal bite. 

• The first person to catch the snake was bitten. His final act was to 
ensure the snake was safely secured to save more people. 

[59:30] Final Advice
• There are always more things to learn. 

• Pass on what you learned to the next person. 

•

👩⚕About Rosie
Rosie Booth is a wildlife veterinarian who specialises in the care of 
Australian native wildlife. With over four decades of experience, she 
has taken various positions in Healesville Sanctuary, David Fleay 
Wildlife Park, and other institutions. Most recently, she held the position 
of director at the Australia Zoo Wildlife Hospital. In her practice, Rosie 
has trained other veterinarians and managed six threatened species 
reintroduction programs. 

Growing up surrounded by nature, Rosie is passionate about 
conservation and wildlife rehabilitation. Semi-retired, she focuses on 
her freelance conservative projects and teaching the next generation. 



She hopes to inspire others to appreciate the value of nature and care 
for the environment. 

If you want to learn more about Rosie, you can connect with her on 
LinkedIn. 

🎙Enjoy the Podcast?
If you did, be sure to subscribe and share it with your friends! 

Post a review and share it! If you enjoyed tuning in, then leave us a 
review. You can also share this with your friends and family. This 
episode can inspire them to appreciate nature and wildlife in all their 
beauty. Show your care for the Earth and make an impact. 

Have any questions? You can connect with me on Facebook,or 
Instagram. 

Thank you for tuning in! For more updates, visit our website or join the 
community.  

📘Resources
• Subscribe to the Vet Vault Clinical Podcasts for exclusive clinical 

content. Start your two-week free trial now for an opportunity to 
keep growing in your veter inary pract ice ! h t tps ://
vvn.supercast.com/ 

• Find episodes of the Vet Vault and more on our website - https://
thevetvault.com/ 

• Pursue a Master’s in Conservation Biology at Massey University, 
New Zealand - https://www.massey.ac.nz/massey/learning/
p r o g r a m m e - c o u r s e / p r o g r a m m e . c f m ?
prog_id=92431&major_code=PCNBL 

• Harvard Study on the Secret to Happiness - https://
www.health.harvard.edu/blog/the-secret-to-happiness-heres-
some-advice-from-the-longest-running-study-on-
happiness-2017100512543 

• V e n o m b y B r e n d a n J a m e s M u r r a y - h t t p s : //
www.bookdepository.com/Venom-Brendan-James-Murray/
9781760405694 

• More about David Fleay and his work in wildlife conservation - 
http://www.fleayswildlife.com.au/about-david-fleay/ 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/rosemary-booth-a2b61263/?originalSubdomain=au
https://www.instagram.com/thevetvault/
https://thevetvault.com/


• Connect and learn more about Rosie Booth on LinkedIn - https://
au.linkedin.com/in/rosemary-booth-a2b61263 


